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GROWTH: Val-Fab’s certlﬂons a]luw

From £-1

cormpumy growth continsed,
In April 1990, Gary Van
Linn joined Picard as a part-
ner and the basiness mosved
0 a 20.000-square fool build-
ing on Necnah's Jackson
Strect in 1992, Stcady growth
during the 1990s led Val-Fab
to move into its current

"We hope to tripknut
square foolage in the near M-
tum.' Lamers said.
Today, Val-Fab is ongs-
nized into three depariments

m‘-*"ﬁﬂ

= CONStTUCLIOn Services, VAL-FAB INC. PRESIDENT Hauth Picard stinds i the production
2 e of his custom matal fabricating business in Meengh,

Val-Fab saw its business
grow as i completed a shift
in markets served. AT its out-
set, the metal fabricator did
mainly service wofk for area
paper mills. In the carly
19904, the company
53 million in annual sales
and “two-thirds of it was
paperrelated,” Picard said.
Today, less than 10 percent
of the work is from the paper
industry, he added.

MADE FROM
METAL

Val-Fab fabricates using
these materials:

B Stnless steel

B Polished stainless steol
B Carbon stesl

B Aluminum

B Metal alloys, including
hmuﬂq;h'mﬂmn

During the last throo yoars,  the company, [ knew we qual

ValFab has increased its mar-
keting (o prime contractors
that service the federal gov-
ernment. When the Small
Business Administnstion
added a new category - ser
vice-dirabled, veteranowned
small busingss — if opened
growth opportunities Lo the
Neetah company.

"Since | own 51 percent of

ifed automatically,” Picard
said. “By law, companies like
General Dynamibcs { which se-
Cufe government comniracts )
must spend 25 centy of every
dollar with small and disad-
vantaged businesses, such m
wismen and minortyoened.”
The company has taken
advantage of that rule
change. VakFab now supplies

brackets that attach armor to
military Stryker vehicles
through o contract that gocs
through 2007. :

Doing business with the
LLS. MNavy, however, reguired
the metal fabricator to seck
more scaly of approval

“We received 150
9001:2000 certification in
December 2004 and ASME
{ American Society of Me-
chanical Engincers) certifica:
thon in May,” said Val-Fab in-
dustrial engineer Robert
Beaupre, “Both are quality
slandards known workdwide
und ensune meeting cuslomes
spocifications and quality e
quirements.”

Recogniaod os a
quality standard, 150 (shon
for the International
zation for Standandiration )
certification concentrates on
all business aspects thal af-
foct a product”’s quality.

Poised on the cusp of con-

Fab’s only obstacle may be
Moding enough qualiied
metnl fabricatons.

“We have implemcnted a
long4erm training initiative

recr in the welding/metal fab-
ricaton trade,” sakd Rense
LtrntL Yal-Fabh human re-

Wnltnu with Fox Vidley
Technical College, Val Fab
has implemented a training

Wi posterRsetnt com 8 Sumdey, Novsmbar §, 2005

work with government, military jobs

ASME certification coverns plete.
some of the same soes ai
IS0, but inclodes the process  tinued business growth, Vak
of designing. fabricating and
flesting o pressure vessel
Beaupre was assigned the
task of securing these two
| certificates in recond time.
I1SO certification normally ks
2 One- 10 IWO-YET Proocss,
but Val-Fab received it in
nine months. Culminaling
with a two-day audit, Val-iab
received ASME centification
in five monihs, a process that
can take up to a year W0 com-

program fof new emplovees.
FYTC prowides classroom in-
struction and testing before
new hires enter the shop, cas
ing the training bunden on
ValFab managers and lead
people.

“It's fun when everyone is
having a good time and
you're making money again,”
Picard said. "But it's been
tough for a long time.”

Jrichy Maggoner can be
reached at
pobusinesy@postorrscent.onen




